BUCHANAN
extension of the system, but he stated that "we must not
interfere with the institution of slavery in the States where
it exists^ because the Constitution forbids it and the general
welfare does not require us to do so." Also5 Lincoln came
from the new West; he was a man of the peoplcj who could
win votes from among the old Jacksonian Democrats. He
had no national reputation and therefore no powerful
enemies^ and he had proved himself an adroit, amusing^
and popular stump speaker. These assets3 helped out by
some rather unclean bartering on the part of his friends,
secured him the nomination on the second ballot. The
split in the Democratic Party secured him the election by
180 electoral votes to 12 for Douglas and 72 for Breckin-
ridge.*
A little over a month after the election. South Carolina
seceded. By February ist she had been joined by all the
other States of the Deep South, and on February 8th they
banded together to form the Confederate States of America,
with Jefferson Davis as provisional President and A. H.
Stephens as Vice-President, The northern tier of slave-
holding States was still wavering, and in this extraordinary
state of indecision the Buchanan Administration dragged
on its discredited life. The Secretary of the Treasury was
a Georgian, the Secretary of War a Virginian; the President
denied the South's right to secede, but confessed that he
had no power to prevent secession. While waiting in misery
for March 4th and the end of his responsibility, Buchanan
pleased neither the North nor the South, and accomplished
nothing at all. General Scott advised him to reinforce the
garrisons in the South; but Buchanan refused, whereupon
his Northern Secretary of State resigned in disgust.f
When Buchanan reiterated that the South had no right to
* The vote in the electoral college, which is determined by States,
gives a false picture of the popular vote at this election, Lincoln received
1,866,452 votes, Douglas 1,376,957, and Brecklnridge 849,781. In spite
of Douglas' large vote the only State in which he received a plurality was
Missouri,
f Buchanan finally sent the Star of the West, an unarmed steamer, to
reinforce Fort Sumter. She was fired on by a battery In Charleston harbour
and forced to return north.